
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel Is By Faith Alone 
 

Galatians 3:1-25 (NIV)  
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the 

flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by 

your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of 

Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who 
rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not 

continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not 

based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has 

been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your 

seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do 

away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. 19 Why, 
then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a 

mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one. 21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given 

that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being 
given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was 

to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.  

The Gospel, the good news from God, is that there is no other way that we are justified, declared not guilty before him, than by 
what he has done for us. But how do we take ownership of this Gospel? Is there some secret handshake, some secret password? Do 
we have to accumulate enough life points to get it? Can it be gifted to us?  

Faith is what takes hold of what the Gospel offers. Faith is a belief or trust in something or someone. What matters is not so much 
the faith, the trust, but the object of that faith. We don’t have faith in faith. Faith is only as good as the object or person that the 
faith is being placed in. I can have faith, I believe, that my car is going to start when I am ready to go home today. However, the day 
will come when I turn the key and nothing will happen, probably because the battery is dead or some other electrical problem. Now, 
I can certainly do a lot of preventative maintenance to avoid this, but at some point the machine will let me down. In the same way, 
if I put my trust in a person, any person, even myself, eventually I will be let down.  

This circumcision group that Paul was dealing with in Galatia are the ones who say that it’s not good enough to trust, to have faith, 
only in the works and life of Jesus Christ, aka the Gospel. People still have to be circumcised. They still have to eat a kosher diet. They 
still have to keep all the laws handed down from God to Moses to us. Works + faith = justification. Still today, the teaching continues 
as one religious leader said, “One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan and propounded by man is that man is saved 
alone by the grace of God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salvation” The object of their faith is not just in 
God, but also in themselves, in their works.  

Maybe we are guilty of the same kind of spiritual arithmetic without even realizing it. “Believe in Jesus for your justification, AND 
you have to at least try to be good. Then you’re saved”? “Believe in Jesus and be saved, AND give 10% to church”? “Believe in Jesus 
to be saved AND pray every day”? “Believe in Jesus Christ as your Redeemer AND make a promise that you will always follow him”?  

All of these statements add something to Jesus to save you. It’s weird that many do this: adding works into their faith for the ability 
to stand worthy before God on Judgment Day. There’s an underlying fear or misconception that if we don’t require people to do 
good and obey all of God’s commands, then they will go and blatantly sin all the time and live like pagan’s, unbelievers. Out of fear 
of losing people to sin, they teach that works + faith = justification.  

If we, like the circumcision group, commit to adding our works of the law to our faith in order to be cleared of all charges before 
God, then we are committing ourselves to a salvation, a justification before God, based on our works, ultimately, on us. If we are the 
object of our faith, if we are the source of our own confidence, how certain can we be that we are justified before God, cleared of all 
charges of sin? The works of the law are not some checklist that you get around to doing; it is constant, unceasing, toil and effort 
that is perfection, always doing everything continually that is God’s law. If we don’t, we are cursed and condemned, sentenced to 



hell, separated from God forever and ever. As Paul taught: For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” (verse 10) 

If we say that works, any works, any decision, any tithing, any effort has to be added to complete our justification, if we say works + 
faith = justification, we are committing ourselves to being saved from God’s judgment by our own efforts. We have made ourselves 
the object of our saving faith.  

Have you ever failed to keep a promise or complete a task? Have you always followed through? Are you a reliable object of faith? 
Paul answers the question: No! In fact, this has never worked and it never will work. “Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified 
before God, because ‘the righteous will live by faith.’ The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, ‘The person who does 
these things will live by them.’” (verses 11-12) Faith and works of the law are contrary to one another when it comes to being 
justified before God. If you make works part of the equation, you must always live by them. And, honestly, none of us do. None of us 
are reliable to do this because we sin every day. We are not the ones to be the object of faith because we fail people. We even fail 
ourselves. Paul corrects the equation: Faith + works = cursed. Faith in anything but the Gospel will fail us and then damn us. 

This is where the good news, the Gospel, of Jesus comes into play again. We are all cursed because none of us continue in doing 
everything written in the Book of the Law. However, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it 
is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.’ He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” (verses 13-14) This is why Christ 
endured the cross. He did this so that we would have our justification completed before God by what he did for us. He left nothing 
undone, nothing that needed to be added to it. Jesus took that our curse on himself to buy us back from the curse of the law that 
would have damned us to hell. Being saved entirely by what God did for us, this is the Gospel.  

The Gospel brings the equation back around to what it needs to be. Jesus + nothing = justification. Or as it was popularly worded 
recently: “Jesus + nothing = everything.” Faith holds on to this equation being true. Faith holds to the object of Christ having done 
everything for us, and refuses to add anything from us, any work of the law. This is the object of faith that the righteous person lives 
by – not by their works, but only ever on Christ’s works because the Gospel tells us that we are justified before God by faith alone.  

The Gospel has always been by faith alone. Justification, cleared of all charges before God, has always been by people believing what 
God will do and never has been what people do for God. Abraham believed this, and it was credited to him as righteousness. 
“Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.” (verse 7) This is the faith we share. A faith worked in us by 
the Holy Spirit, never by what we do. When the Galatians tried to add works to the equation for their justification, Paul rebuked 
them: “I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you 
heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?” (verses 2-3) 
Paul has to say these things otherwise they will be cursed and damned as they add faith with works. Faith + works = cursed. The only 
equation that works is Jesus + nothing = justification.  

This faith gives us every confidence that we are worthy before God right now, that on our Judgment Day we will be cleared of all our 
charges. We know this because the righteous live by faith, not works, just like Abraham believed. We trust solely in Christ. He is the 
only object worth trusting, the only one who is 100% reliable, who has redeemed us from the curse of the law every single time we 
are accused. He will never fail to justify us. This is what we believe. This is the Gospel. There is no other Gospel that is by faith alone. 

If this we are only ever justified before God by faith in him alone, what, then, is the point of the law? The law was never designed or 
even able to clear our name of all our sinful charges. It came after the promise that we are saved by faith alone in Christ alone. That 
gospel, that one sided covenant that God made with us, cannot be changed since it was put in place before the law was given 
through Moses. So, the law acted as a guardian for us. It corrected us when we did wrong. It made us realize that we are not reliable 
when it comes to continuing to do everything written in the Book of the Law. It pointed us back to God to see how he would take 
away our sin and justify us. It pointed us to not trust in what we do according to it as the law but to trust in the one who completed 
the law for us – the seed of Abraham, the Messiah, Jesus the Christ. Jesus + nothing = justification. 

The Gospel is by faith alone, faith in Christ alone that he did everything needed to buy us back from the curse of the law. The Holy 
Spirit works this faith in our hearts to trust Christ completely for our justification. The Holy Spirit works that faith in us as we hear 
this Gospel of Christ. This is why we come back to worship week after week. Every time we hear the Gospel, the Holy Spirit increases 
our faith in what Christ has done for us. There is nothing else needed, nothing else required, nothing else that justifies us. There is 
no other Gospel that is by faith alone. Amen.  
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